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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SAFETY CENTER
KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE NEW MEXICO

December 31, 2025

HQ AFSEC/CD
9700 G Avenue SE
Kirtland AFB NM 87117-5670 -

Mr. Joseph Buscaglia

East Amherst NY 14051

RE: FOIA Request — Case #2026-01190-F
Dear Mr. Buscaglia

We received your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request dated November 21, 2025, on the
same date:

Requesting releasable information from the Safety Investigation Board (SIB) Report on the
B-47E mishap, Serial Number 52-0470, which occurred on April 10, 1958.

Enclosed you’ll find the releasable responsive records for the requested mishap above.

FOIA provides that specific types of documents or portions of them are exempt from disclosure. Our
review included consideration of the foreseeable harm standard. Accordingly, certain portions have been
redacted. They are not releasable for the following reasons:

a. Individuals and their families have a privacy interest in personal information in government records.
When that privacy interest outweighs the public interest in that particular information, it is not subject to
disclosure, in accordance with the United States Code, Title 5, Section 552(b)(6), and Department of Defense
Manual 5400.07 Air Force Manual 33-302, Paragraph 5.2f. When individual privacy is involved, a FOIA
analysis requires an agency to balance the public interest against the individual’s privacy interests. NARA v.
Favish, 541 U.S. 157 (2004). In this case, the individual privacy interests are not outweighed by the public
interest, and therefore names (except for certain senior officials), personal identifiers (including biometric data)
and personal information are not subject to release under FOIA in accordance with exemption (b)(6).

b. Selected information in Air Force safety reports has long been protected from release by an
evidentiary privilege based on federal case law. See DoDI 6055.07, Accident Investigation, Reporting, and
Record Keeping, as well as Machin v. Zuckert, 316 F.2d 336 (D.C. Cir.), cert denied 375 U.S. 896 (1963);
United States v. Weber Aircraft Corp., 465 U.S. 792 (1984); and Badhwar v. U.S. Department of the Air
Force, 829 F.2d 182 (D.C. Cir., 1987). In these cases, the courts granted the safety privilege specifically to the
Department of Defense in the interest of national defense. That protection also applies to information provided
under a promise of confidentiality. Safety Investigation Boards’ Findings, Factors, Analyses, Conclusions, and
Recommendations are exempt from disclosure under the United States Code, Title 5, Section 552(b)(5), and
Department of Defense Manual 5400.07_Air Force Manual 33-302, Paragraph 5.2e. However, findings,
evaluations, analyses, conclusions, and recommendations that are not the Safety Investigation Board’s or are
not privileged safety information may be released to you.

¢. In addition, certain Department of Defense (DoD) critical infrastructure security information is
exempt from disclosure under the United States Code, Title 5, Sections 552(b)(3) and 130e, and Department of



Defense Manual 5400.07, Paragraph 5.2.c. Exemption 3 applies to DoD critical infrastructure security
information including aircraft flight data information, surveillance sensor data, geospatial reference position
information, altitude, heading, bearing and identification data weapons proficiency data, personnel and
manning data and aircraft status and maintenance data, and also encompasses information contained in aircraft
flight records, flight schedules, pilot and aircrew logs, tower and facility logs, flight progress strips, logistics
records, local squadron flight records, master flight files, training and qualification records and other records
containing similar flight data information that is exempted from disclosure under United States Code, Title 10,
Section 130e. This statute protects the release of information that, if released, could reveal capabilities and
intentions, individually or in aggregate, which would enable an adversary to identify vulnerabilities in the
execution of our military forces’ training and operational missions. Under the authority of this statute and
exemption, certain portions of the Safety Investigation Board Reports have been redacted.

DoDI 6055.07 and DAFI 91-204 authorize me to release the Findings portion of safety reports over 30
years old provided no national defense, security, or safety interest exists. That authority does not extend to any
other privileged portion of those reports. Pursuant to my authority as Deputy Commander of the Air Force
Safety Center, as the mishap report is over 30 years old and I find no adverse impact to national defense,
security, or safety interest, I am providing the Findings portion to you. All other privileged portions of the
report have been withheld as required. Unfortunately, some pages of older records are virtually illegible due to
the quality of the microfilm record and our capability to reproduce it.

Should you decide to appeal the elements that have been redacted, you must write to the Secretary of the
Air Force within 90 calendar days from the date of this letter and reference FOIA Request 2026-01190-F.
Include in the appeal your reasons for reconsideration and attach a copy of this letter. Address your letter as
follows:

Secretary of the Air Force
THRU: AFSEC/JAR

9700 G Avenue SE

Kirtland AFB NM 87117-5670

You may also contact the Air Force FOIA Public Liaison Officer, Mr. Robert E. Bivins, at the AF FOIA
Public Liaison Office (SAF/CN), 1800 Air Force Pentagon, Washington, DC 20330-1800,
DAF.FOIA@us.af.mil or 703-614-8500. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation
services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is: Office of Government Information Services,
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-
741-5769.

Sincerely,

WEATON.CHRIST  igitally signed by
OPHER.J.11413473 VEATONCHRISTOPHER 114

88 Date: 2025.12.31 15:26:32 -07'00'

CHRISTOPHER J. WEATON, Colonel, USAF
Deputy Commander
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A‘h this poin‘& it s’hba).d ‘bec a&ded tha‘bg due te ﬁ:e lbng Iall-ont pattem of;
~‘—~--th...s #ireraft, fragments, débris and chaff are, scattéred over an area of approx-
o+ dsiabety 15 square milas,  Miéh of this rubble ﬂ.“ small and shnp This area is
+. Jone of smatl viliages and dairy Favms, Should the clean-ij

4P of .tau-out area ot
be.closdw monitored and 'hhorough, ii: is possible some i‘m,-'i;her claims nay arise
trom- 55 . ,

vk

=Rl property rlamagg by vehieles ano. perséhnel hivolved in the recovw-y
j oparation"' : ;

£

a8y Tgéstion of rub‘bla by li“v*estack, ir illness, 1,6'93 of prﬁdnctioixmr‘
BB daa..h is at'br:.'butaiﬂa therste} E e

‘ ‘- ; =Da,."£=ﬁ;ge *f.g ""L.bb‘” t:l*es on pf-vva*élyn-éﬁneﬂ‘ '*bra.,-_ra oy cth.-,,r vehimwg. --

By its very natura, it is dmpossible at this time to- speculate as to any claima
i “r dgmage.e Ahat . arise his source, X

To da:be, no clatums. have ac‘tuany been received, either s:b Niagara Falls Alr
Ty Forca Base, New Iork, or \t Ioc bourne Adr Force Base, Ohio,

apT AK.
Asst S&aff ' ‘dge Advocate '
Glaim.s Investigator i
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