Project Milk Bottle: A Cold War Crash in
Western New York

The Crash of Boeing B-47E Stratojet Tail Number 52-0470
April 10, 1958

Compiled By
J. A. Buscaglia
&

J. T. Bucki







We are pleased to present this research booklet, Project Milk Bottle: A Cold War Crash in
Western New York, which documents the April 10, 1958 mid-air explosion of Boeing B-47E
Stratojet 52-0470 over the Town of Collins, New York. This work brings together newly
released material obtained through a 2025 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request,
historical reporting, and contemporary analysis to provide the most complete account to
date of this long-obscured Cold War incident.

The booklet includes:

A clear explanation of Project Milk Bottle, the urgent structural-reinforcement program
launched after a series of catastrophic B-47 wing failures in 1958.

A detailed narrative of the accident sequence, including eyewitness accounts and the
tanker crew’s real-time observations.

Contextual materialillustrating how low-altitude nuclear-delivery training, metal-fatigue
stresses, and Strategic Air Command operational pressures contributed to a nationwide
pattern of B-47 losses.

Reproductions of period crash-site photographs, newspaper coverage, and the releasable
Findings from the Air Force Safety Investigation Board, as provided in FOIA Case
#2026-01190-F.

A curated historical framework situating the Collins crash within the broader Cold War
environment, including U.S.-Soviet tensions and the rapid evolution of strategic bomber
doctrine.

This booklet is intended to preserve the historical record, honor the air crew who lost their
lives, and provide researchers, educators, and local historians with a consolidated,
accessible reference on a significant but often overlooked event in Western New York’s
Cold War history.

Thank you for taking the time to review this work. | hope it contributes meaningfully to your
understanding of the B-47 program, the challenges of early jet-age strategic aviation, and
the local impact of global military developments.

If you have any questions or would like additional documentation, we would be glad to
assist.

Sincerely,

Jim Bucki
Joe Buscaglia






PROJECT MILK BOTTLE

The Milk Bottle program was a major, top-secret modification and repair program for the
U.S. Air Force's B-47 Stratojet fleet, beginning in 1958. The name came from the shape
of the large connecting pins in the aircraft's wing roots that needed to be replaced.

Background and Cause

Initially designed for high-altitude bombing, the B-47's operational profile was forced to
change in the late 1950s as Soviet air defenses improved. The Strategic Air Command
(SAC) had its B-47s fly at low altitudes to avoid detection. The high stresses and metal
fatigue from this low-level flying led to a series of crashes caused by wing structural
failures. In the spring of 1958, a number of structural failures grounded the entire B-47
fleet.

The Modification Program

Project Milk Bottle was launched to address the B-47's structural deficiencies and get
the nuclear bomber fleet operational again.

Purpose: The goal was to identify and correct the wing's structural weaknesses by
reinforcing the wing mountings.

Implementation: The effort was a joint operation involving the U.S. Air Force, Boeing,
Douglas, and Lockheed. The repairs were conducted around the clock at several sites.

Scale: Kits were created to reinforce the wing roots of the fleet. By January 1959, some
1,622 B-47s had received this modification.

Outcome: The repairs under Project Milk Bottle were ultimately successful in restoring
the structural integrity of the fleet and making the aircraft safer for the low-level missions
they were now assigned.

Impact and legacy

While the Milk Bottle program helped solve the immediate problem, the structural
fatigue issues and the arrival of newer aircraft like the B-52 Stratofortress hastened the
B-47's retirement. The last bomber versions of the B-47 were phased out by 1965. The
Milk Bottle program taught SAC valuable lessons about the dangers of metal fatigue,
leading to improved training and flight safety procedures for subsequent aircraft.



Broken Bombers - How the U.S. Militarv Covered Up Fatal Flaws in the
B-47 Stratojet with Disastrous Results

“Those B-47s exploding over America could hardly be denied for long.”

By H. Bruce Franklin

IT WAS JUST supposed to be a routine training flight, not one of our highly classified Arctic missions
refueling warplanes flying reconnaissance or provocation operations into Soviet airspace.

The date was April 10, 1958. Our KC-97G tanker was orbiting over Lake Erie. We were waiting for a B-47
Stratojet out of Lockbourne AFB, Ohio. When we heard from the bomber, we got a VFR clearance to
refuel on a track 12 miles south of the Buffalo-Rochester-Syracuse air way. The first signal from the B-47
reached us as a green squiggle on my transponder scope. | established radio contact and began talking
him into rendezvous. We broke out of orbit and down the refueling track, and | told the bomber to begin

its descent.

At one mile and closing fast, the B-47 was just slightly off dead center on my scope. | gave him a final
correction. Their pilot came back: “Roger, | am now in visual con—"

Just as his transmission broke off, the green squiggle on my scope disappeared.


https://militaryhistorynow.com/2018/09/16/broken-bombers-how-the-u-s-military-covered-up-fatal-flaws-in-the-b-47-stratojet-with-disastrous-results/
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“Queen 76,” | called. “This is Tomcat 89. Do you read me?” No answer.
Chuck, our Aircraft Commander, interphoned back to the boom operator.
“Rector, do you see him back there?”

No answer.

“Rector, what the hell is going on?”

After a moment of silence, a reply came.

“Y-yes s-s-sir. He just blew up. Right behind us,” Rector stammered. “I'm okay.”

Chuck put us into a steep bank. A big fireball and a smaller fireball were arcing forward following the
flight path we had just left and slowly looping down toward the ground. We circled above the flames
and anxiously scanned the sky for parachutes. There were none. The fireballs hit the ground a half-mile
from a highway. Traffic was stopping. The two explosions bracketed a farmhouse and started several
brush fires.

Within 15 minutes, a dozen private planes, a small commercial airliner, and two rescue helicopters
Chuck had called from the nearest airbase were circling the area. We watched as the firetrucks tried to
get past the long line of stalled traffic. | checked my watch again: it was 5:30 p.m.



Investigators pinpointed the cause of the disaster. They did so even though many small pieces of the B-
47 were gathered by souvenir hunters and hundreds of eyewitnesses gave contradictory reports. A
number of people had observed a midair collision between two planes. Some saw one plane, trailing
flames and dense clouds of black smoke for miles, heading toward another. Two or three reported a
plane flying upside down before it exploded. A few said they’d seen the plane flying straight down into
the ground.

The real cause was diagnosed from spectrographic tests of the debris and the pattern of its distribution
on the ground. The wings of big jets are not rigid but flexible. This B-47 had metal fatigue from too much
movement in the center wing section where the wings join. It’s like bending a thin beer can back and
forth until it rips. When the center wing section snapped, the fuel lines running through it ruptured. The
plane exploded almost instantaneously.

We had already been hearing rumors that B-47s were falling out of the sky like shot clay pigeons. Then
on April 15, five days after the one behind our plane blew up, two more B-47s exploded in mid-air, one
out of Pease AFB, New Hampshire, and one over Tampa Bay, Florida. Ten days later another B-47
crashed at Goose Bay, Labrador.

During an April 19 meeting of the U.N. Security Council, the Soviet Union denounced the constant
overflights of its territory by American B-47s and B-52s. On May 1, Soviet defense minister Rodion
Malinovsky charged that Strategic Air Command (SAC) bombers carrying hydrogen bombs were
continually hurtling towards, and often over, the Soviet border. He decried these flights as
“provocative.” The following day, U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles claimed these flights never
crossed the Soviet border. American warplanes were merely conducting reconnaissance missions, he
said. According to Dulles, such operations were vital to thwart surprise nuclear attacks on the United
States from secret air and missile bases in the northern U.S.S.R.
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Aireraft like the B-47 practiced “toss-bombing” techniques, which

involved planes releasing their bombs while climbing upwards into

loops. The maneuver put unbelievable stress on a jet’s wings.
(Image source: WikiCmmons)

| decided to use my position in intelligence to do some private investigating. It turned out that at the
end of 1957 SAC had decided that the B-47, was already obsolescent. With a ceiling of about 40,000 feet
and a maximum speed of 600 miles per hour, it could not likely penetrate the increasingly sophisticated



radar, antiaircraft missile and fighter defenses that ringed the Soviet Union. So the B-47s were ordered
to practice LABS (Low-Altitude Bombing System maneuvers), better known as “toss-bombing.” The
planes would approach enemy airspace at an extremely low altitude, using the landscape and curvature
of the earth to block defensive radar. Once near their target, the planes would pull up sharply and
simulate the release of a nuclear bomb, which presumably would continue in a long forward arc. The B-
47, with its six jet engines slung under wings almost 120 feet from tip to tip, would have to climb into a
backwards half loop followed by a half roll, as though it were a fighter plane.[i] Enormous stress was
placed on the center wing section, which of course was not designed for acrobatics. Within a few
months of such training, B-47s were routinely disintegrating just like the one we had been about to
refuel.

| also discovered that SAC had even been trying out its new technique on the Soviet air defense itself.
Some of those B-47s we had been refueling in the far north would descend to below 1,000 feet and dash
toward the Soviet Union. The planes would fly through Soviet radar, and then simulate their toss-
bombing or another maneuver known as “pop-up bombing.”[ii] These were some of what Dulles

=

described as purely defensive flights.
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America's fleet of B-47s should have been grounded after several losses, but they continued to fly.

(Image source: WikiCommons)

Who was telling the truth? There were no civilian eyewitnesses, much less media presence in the Arctic.
But those B-47s exploding over America could hardly be denied for long. Back on March 13, two
bombers exploded in midair, one directly over Tulsa, generating national publicity. Then came ours on
April 10 and the two others that disintegrated in flight in the next five days. The Air Force response came
on April 16, as recorded by The New York Times in this one-sentence article:



“The Air Force said today it was making a ‘thorough investigation’ of recent B-47 jet bomber accidents
but did not consider the ratio of accidents to flying time ‘excessive or alarming.’” [iii]

But on May 2, the Air Force acknowledged the loss of 14 B-47s along with 34 crewmen just since Jan. 1
(and this was an undercount of three bombers and 12 crewmen). The only loss specifically mentioned in
the Air Force media briefing was the one behind us. Blaming the problem on “structural inadequacies,”
it declared that the remaining fleet of B-47s would be “beefed up.”[iv] SAC combat units were informed
that all B-47s were to be grounded until the center wing sections could be reinforced, in a secret
operation code-named Project Milk Bottle.

The Air Force was still concealing the dimensions and implications of the B-47 story, which leaked out in
dribs and drabs over subsequent decades. And even before the toss-bombing maneuvers, B-47s were
disintegrating. In fact, planes were being lost as early as 1951. The first officially acknowledged midair
explosion came in 1952. In 1955, just a few months after Jimmy Stewart in Strategic Air Command called
the B-47 “the most beautiful thing I've ever seen in my life,” two exploded in midair, one over Texas and
another over Kansas. In 1957, 27 B-47s blew up or crashed. Fourteen were lost in 1958 before our event
on April 10. All losses that year eventually totaled 31. Many dozens of crewmen died in those 58
disasters in just these two years. [v]

What about the Air Force claim that the ratio of B-47 accidents to flying time was not “excessive or
alarming”? SAC at that time had 1,400 B-47s, almost exactly the same number of planes operated today
by United Airlines and Delta combined. To put the B-47 catastrophe into perspective, imagine 58 United
and Delta airliners blowing up in midair or being totally destroyed in fatal crashes in a two-year period.
Here’s another comparison: In the three years of the Korean War, B-29s flew 27,000 sorties, often under
heavy fire from radar-guided antiaircraft batteries and fierce attacks by formations of MiG-15 jet
fighters; their total combat losses were 34 planes.

In 1980, the Air Force approved the public release of The History of the Aircraft Structural Integrity
Program, a report that revealed previously classified information about “a series of catastrophic B-47
accidents in early 1958” that “immobilized the entire B-47 fleet,” thus causing a national crisis. Yet
according to the report, “the immediate problem was to keep the B-47’s flying” because “of an
approaching summit meeting in Geneva.”

Especially shocking to me was this revelation: “On 4 April ARDC [the Air Research and Development
Command] agreed that ‘continued, unrestricted operation of the B-47 fleet was hazardous.”” If SAC had
acted on this recommendation, that B-47 would not have blown up behind us six days later. The day
after this tragic event, the Air Force banned all B-47s from flying faster than two-thirds of its top speed.
Even then, the crashes continued. On April 25, ten days after the flight restrictions were imposed,
another B-47 exploded in flight. Instead of grounding all B-47s, the Air Force ordered all of the planes
that had not been inspected for cracks to fly no faster than half their top speed and imposed additional
strict restrictions. [vi]



But things could have been worse. Although the Air Force has always been reluctant to acknowledge the
presence of nuclear weapons in accidents, we now know that between 1956 and 1958 thermonuclear
weapons were jettisoned, destroyed, or lost in at least eight separate incidents of B-47s. In some cases,
the high explosive charges designed to initiate critical mass detonated, spreading radiation or causing
injuries on the ground. [vii] The U.S.S.R. had no planes capable of delivering nuclear bombs on America.
But we did

Footnotes
[i] Knaack, Post-World War Il Bombers, 138.
[ii] Knaack, Post-World War Il Bombers, 139, describes pop-up bombing.
[iii] “B-47 Crashes Investigated,” New York Times, April 17, 1958. Datelined April 16.
[iv] “Defect Is Found in B-47 Bombers: Modification Set,” New York Times, May 3, 1958.

[v] An invaluable listing of the B-47 losses is maintained by the B-47 Stratojet Association and is available
at http://b-47.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Boeing-B-47-Losses-and-Ejections.pdf.

[vi] The History of the Aircraft Structural Integrity Program (Aerospace Structures Information and
Analysis Center, June 1980), 1, 7, 13, 14. A pdf of the full report can be downloaded at
http://oai.dtic.mil/oai/oai?verb=getRecord&metadataPrefix=htm|&identifier=ADA361289.

[vii] Events of March 10, July 27, and November 30, 1956; October 11, 1957; January 31, February 5,
March 11, and November 27, 1958. Boeing B-47 Stratojet: All Losses and Ejections, b-47.com, http://b-
47.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Boeing-B-47-Losses-and-Ejections.pdf, accessed January 27, 2018
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Crash of Boeing
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SAFETY CENTER
KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE NEW MEXICO

December 31, 2025

HQ AFSEC/CD
9700 G Avenue SE
Kirtland AFB NM 87117-5670 -

Mr. Joseph Buscaglia

East Amherst NY 14051

RE: FOIA Request — Case #2026-01190-F
Dear Mr. Buscaglia

We received your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request dated November 21, 2025, on the
same date:

Requesting releasable information from the Safety Investigation Board (SIB) Report on the
B-47E mishap, Serial Number 52-0470, which occurred on April 10, 1958.

Enclosed you’ll find the releasable responsive records for the requested mishap above.

FOIA provides that specific types of documents or portions of them are exempt from disclosure. Our
review included consideration of the foreseeable harm standard. Accordingly, certain portions have been
redacted. They are not releasable for the following reasons:

a. Individuals and their families have a privacy interest in personal information in government records.
When that privacy interest outweighs the public interest in that particular information, it is not subject to
disclosure, in accordance with the United States Code, Title 5, Section 552(b)(6), and Department of Defense
Manual 5400.07 Air Force Manual 33-302, Paragraph 5.2f. When individual privacy is involved, a FOIA
analysis requires an agency to balance the public interest against the individual’s privacy interests. NARA v.
Favish, 541 U.S. 157 (2004). In this case, the individual privacy interests are not outweighed by the public
interest, and therefore names (except for certain senior officials), personal identifiers (including biometric data)
and personal information are not subject to release under FOIA in accordance with exemption (b)(6).

b. Selected information in Air Force safety reports has long been protected from release by an
evidentiary privilege based on federal case law. See DoDI 6055.07, Accident Investigation, Reporting, and
Record Keeping, as well as Machin v. Zuckert, 316 F.2d 336 (D.C. Cir.), cert denied 375 U.S. 896 (1963);
United States v. Weber Aircraft Corp., 465 U.S. 792 (1984); and Badhwar v. U.S. Department of the Air
Force, 829 F.2d 182 (D.C. Cir., 1987). In these cases, the courts granted the safety privilege specifically to the
Department of Defense in the interest of national defense. That protection also applies to information provided
under a promise of confidentiality. Safety Investigation Boards’ Findings, Factors, Analyses, Conclusions, and
Recommendations are exempt from disclosure under the United States Code, Title 5, Section 552(b)(5), and
Department of Defense Manual 5400.07_Air Force Manual 33-302, Paragraph 5.2e. However, findings,
evaluations, analyses, conclusions, and recommendations that are not the Safety Investigation Board’s or are
not privileged safety information may be released to you.

¢. In addition, certain Department of Defense (DoD) critical infrastructure security information is
exempt from disclosure under the United States Code, Title 5, Sections 552(b)(3) and 130e, and Department of



Defense Manual 5400.07, Paragraph 5.2.c. Exemption 3 applies to DoD critical infrastructure security
information including aircraft flight data information, surveillance sensor data, geospatial reference position
information, altitude, heading, bearing and identification data weapons proficiency data, personnel and
manning data and aircraft status and maintenance data, and also encompasses information contained in aircraft
flight records, flight schedules, pilot and aircrew logs, tower and facility logs, flight progress strips, logistics
records, local squadron flight records, master flight files, training and qualification records and other records
containing similar flight data information that is exempted from disclosure under United States Code, Title 10,
Section 130e. This statute protects the release of information that, if released, could reveal capabilities and
intentions, individually or in aggregate, which would enable an adversary to identify vulnerabilities in the
execution of our military forces’ training and operational missions. Under the authority of this statute and
exemption, certain portions of the Safety Investigation Board Reports have been redacted.

DoDI 6055.07 and DAFI 91-204 authorize me to release the Findings portion of safety reports over 30
years old provided no national defense, security, or safety interest exists. That authority does not extend to any
other privileged portion of those reports. Pursuant to my authority as Deputy Commander of the Air Force
Safety Center, as the mishap report is over 30 years old and I find no adverse impact to national defense,
security, or safety interest, I am providing the Findings portion to you. All other privileged portions of the
report have been withheld as required. Unfortunately, some pages of older records are virtually illegible due to
the quality of the microfilm record and our capability to reproduce it.

Should you decide to appeal the elements that have been redacted, you must write to the Secretary of the
Air Force within 90 calendar days from the date of this letter and reference FOIA Request 2026-01190-F.
Include in the appeal your reasons for reconsideration and attach a copy of this letter. Address your letter as
follows:

Secretary of the Air Force
THRU: AFSEC/JAR

9700 G Avenue SE

Kirtland AFB NM 87117-5670

You may also contact the Air Force FOIA Public Liaison Officer, Mr. Robert E. Bivins, at the AF FOIA
Public Liaison Office (SAF/CN), 1800 Air Force Pentagon, Washington, DC 20330-1800,
DAF.FOIA@us.af.mil or 703-614-8500. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation
services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is: Office of Government Information Services,
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-
741-5769.

Sincerely,

WEATON.CHRIST  igitally signed by
OPHER.J.11413473 VEATONCHRISTOPHER 114

88 Date: 2025.12.31 15:26:32 -07'00'

CHRISTOPHER J. WEATON, Colonel, USAF
Deputy Commander




GEA | BEFORT OF & MRCRAFT-A«CW#IH
vu ﬁz‘m rem n mormu wﬂk As,nc b AF Manusl 12-5,- 'Wg:_rgfk “
mm{a, Me"wl %f

Léokbuume m,‘éb-
Tie AZPETELY DATA, FILL IN m m)g m Asmmmu, '

Sppileable,  Diseuss 3 Seatlon M}
: if c;ﬂs?mi weurmd o ctrnrh’ Erk

!:mze. e‘,';s £ .. ™ 5 of anuy ig P Augrses, f L

5+ A lpnrf iinﬂ-n...m..ff. f

g&!onnm
Mt D!vlm

AIRCRAFT NU':? i f, ?
NIz ‘GH
i 5 ¥ or AP

umnm
s;udun a um

Lw

nsf Dlvilen

E AERONAT:
l-:ﬂm




2atths Ml_hm zz%zmmé:t z:w mavm mmm

§. w. orzmc-mﬂmmummur'wg .
17" OF LeCiDENT OR IMMEDIATELY BEFORE: v . e

Ut QN'NGHTMQEK.




wﬁ-nﬁ*ﬁfu—@ “gilks
fette? gsl-u! sd:ucﬂ:n n e

I

DENT ami‘ qumfy‘ ﬁzék’“ hwm 65!?&11&& béﬁé k-1 _\_: o i
Y

1 & CLEARANCE: [Che
" Closred "M*

GC
A

ove. hrtpm ¥ :b!'u{b oy

'-:Jouf»'ipm. \ialf spuu., :

u. A? !Ewmm leL m (u)
¢ Dueusm

! (a} lf uec{dcx;f o:cumd‘ on mrpor!'
[engiﬁ of u

M)

Lo g
3y in Ml

2 3 ﬂmw:ry 7 uu_..,.‘.._dzgrus

.. FHdd chvdmd ..._Jf- JMSL.

< Type of Tanwey sirlages {Chesk} -

¢ Canctt‘:l.a Asphalto
Oi‘hzr..._. . |Specnfy).-..—..
Wek..o DIY....

rmrpor} tnentid /pc& inj
1?7,
port Fype/fi/ AF
¢ (P

tf 5,§: hearell' u-cparf lmk:Mg

3 ; 2. TiST NUMBF.RS OF. ALL.OTHER AIRCRAFT'INYQLVED.

A 'Y

_ {File sepatate Form 14 for er.-ch aireroft]. - ! e
Bi “woumons. YtWNo__g:.. JF yer, discuis in $=chnn M. o .
' ' i sﬁA“ P . i Vo
% ASSIGNMENT ARD STATGS CODE e of u;t:dcni.

;.

‘Al :p:clﬁzJ in AFR 65‘-!!03 y

it v\.gﬁm xon eosssss :

b Sy
siommany SEAF TS

f FT "N AF«-uo BEPORISY

;no..,.

N ”.‘E.,"’t'

T e L IE
R A5SIGNED mm' ON FL!G‘HT onb“ﬁ”n

Alr Dimwn

Subcommand ot AF

F:am' or Lzﬁ Senf.@&iﬁ. ear :u Rzgh! Szal....w ol AC;._...., P Pt CP_.... 5 Oihér (Spec ;x‘
T Asﬁ'es TR A{,ﬂ' TION . ‘
A o 7 F| A;r _E‘Iyuidn ‘ng ] Gvoup
' ,lzamo&,m_s.xme g

] ,G:.ou_g»

gu PRESENT AERONAUUCAL RAT!NG

A ERONAUUCAL RATING]
AND DATE RECE(Y fED

=
JDATERECEVED

W TNSTRUMENT CART

TY:PQI ,w,......;......,...,. w——'&r—
un cf ‘lpmﬂl, ,..\'m,,,_,_

)

ﬁ;;;;%, FIRSY NAME MIDDLE RAME - | GRADE

coméousm i
RAF

,“ . | ul'}fgg, 30!3]‘1 Eﬁb vt o ’ ;(}o]_
e b, POSITION IN AIRCRAFT AT TIMEQFACﬂDENT sl

¢ ‘&m.m.

Frant ny %l Regir st i»slﬂ Soubo..

J ACCIEEAIE Y I\GF;MI‘!LY’{\.\I
R TR IR

WA
\iAUItCAL K)CHNG Sh. ILNS?RDMENT CAKQ

%méxb.pwﬁqit LT

; *an*&, iy Hoar mw fswa' ;mm
~ Do HEEE

w¥atan ’ms:

FAME  Soh aitn

HT

,:i Higior Summind 'inicmué 4&}\5 D W?ng
R i = i -
- g1 sk LB L BOY . 1a76me
- mﬁcﬁmoaﬁmzmm FORFLING - g iz
i E‘ Kojor Commend - ot AF} Air Divivion “iwing
i ) & o ® 4] Y-
C ol WK W AWk 5743
+d §f. ORIGINAL Azkc;n.au'r’E’X" RATING] 3. PRESENT AERON
' s di Remdved B ArEeHon 0 HQ AFSEC/IA,
1 pilas 10ecil - % gm;," i1, L Sep B

O Sy

PO T 2




! ENGINES nuwms—nm TAXHNG

3 :gcunuury. oA

ﬂutck ane uc&uenf fypw 5
Cﬁ:ck ull vﬂsm apphcnb

l‘m ﬂ:gﬁiﬁn  -. d “ . = chundd:l vutttlocp «
Post: ﬂisM Bt L T 'Win§zﬂ§ landing .
Other * Wﬁt;lk»uplanding, s« 4

1TA%IING -5.'{‘ e

Hmcllondmg’b Ak ‘ | «,.IE gin ‘ PP ;

To }a"'evn 3 ra

Co!l:pw or ietiachon: o( geqt f Lesy ot ingesd

“From Janding -

] Undershoot

ﬂ'l‘in oﬂmqt‘co i

Ovcfshaof

Nosc—s,p orn

= Cdlbsmm——O!hzl P
| IN FLUGH] = Spin ~
} L na“mﬂ[ ﬁlshf o Srall i T " )
i 2o . " Fite and?or explosion on ground
: x T i’oi‘na |¢;n icc'ﬁ’c!'jif : | Fire “"J/ or expletian in i :

1k ,Oth:rmuntuveu ; ) = Vﬂi{?gﬁhcfbﬂpl‘% Inflight . /

“TLANDING - 2 "_-‘655nénn=c‘{~nf>r;iq§ff“ X

s ,Ap_pzqgcl., |, Prop at jebiblast

CFlagseagt

b

Eéimpmeni Totyin

O*her :!;‘dqcuk]

y :-nc pr:mury cause f«.f.lq; [F),

und }hou conhlhumy 2dlie f:,;c}q' i< Qhaf muy hcappl;cublt, e =
may appear in tome’ mn;nx §q y

753

Q& ﬂw

op

r 5:‘ ¢ ,fa'.uy, dg '_

e 1'; up;: 'r'é;sain

¢ inspestion ot nvialiviian of GUoTGiE Eamps
ocedures,

nmp[;qnct vuh qmbhxhnj saintenance pi

crviraryar mainfends i
y oth:ﬁuamﬂng Pprrge

WEATHER SONBITIONS

MISCELLANEOUS ;qé«ﬁir;céhg .

;w!‘“ ¢§ !‘!:""‘efr Dt:m

?uwk: d#dﬁgjg?ﬁnﬁm d‘ m,‘ds, mitnm or 5




mg

f ATTACHED 10 HE AF FOXM 14,

' ‘:EPMATE saam %’:oF FAFER AT

e misTORY OF FLUIGHT (See ARM 425) |
A gonbi: hetive of ot cﬂaﬁfnsﬁd Factd pnd 2
Tty date, bime sod point of o i dype of

,t’. WP s

of order ot ihe Bigkt Feows dobeolt ia Herninetion will be wﬂum":
mwam ﬂtimnﬂon, iqwu of futl, ETE, pwiuu m—um, waoier, elg,

: 2, IHVESTIGATION: ANIJ ANAI:YSIS 18¢ee AFM 61-5) ’
Tﬁs; ;mm& w-.£ ymyn s o] P .::ﬂ., il bk

g

AL

C . enE *’54" Tactens pc;f'ﬂln' igv v eeeidint, Lisk and discuss any vislofians,

pane pajugriphs eichib Thee nom?imt- pnalyiicond Tietisgs oF pap 31 <
‘ satipf systkay; 2f elrical mkmhh iﬂaﬁm systems éu:&i intdrpreiey Aavie g\nul M maé egguégg r“:,;,tnl:;;eggu pf gt B
FFGH supei 5T Hyi esations ond Yesrming: adcquucy of impintenante pmc: Wi, mpcc!mu and irumrcg. uaif &:edwwws&)h,q ad |

{ 3 F!NDIMG:} {8ee ,AFM §2-5 fq; detoils of mzsunibucmi

’ 4
t, pmc:dums. op w‘mh‘. L
i# ety of flight; voridiis consideratio nﬂ! :hsﬂd ¢ ponbithul
Hecreased: or mmtmud the piuﬁeﬁci of the: :n havin, écur

" HE FOLLOWING WILL ss AITACHED TO ALL REPORTS OF . ms FOii Q

I

NG \)"!l.l. BE ATTACHED TO REPOR!S OF
,ﬂ\JOi& ACCIDENTS \VHEN AP!’LICAILE S

A ‘MAJOR AIRCRAFI CCIDEN’IS fAF FORM M)

Dt
]

€51

x :
X

{op s {For F)

AFFenn uc~ Lk

:;ﬂéﬁﬂl‘ﬁum !4[1

-Mj/\rﬁamua




- : \ i Skprdl’ 19 :T»Ii Bombar&ménh S:;uaﬂr -
Bopbare joht wing, condyet v ‘flights scliedied for' the:
: o ;schedule :ine:maed . W3 PEWS Insi;run*&qaj Pidot
; ' Llyer: Instructor Gopilot = « It, Tellier; Pil i
or, was - ,also ‘alerted for the briefing and ght in . s

-IFR condn.txous foi;:?the. scheduled ' E

yrefhghting the aa.rcrad_’t i p ooy gl 517

[

” 3 ‘“i;e fiiight was plamned 'bc complete the requ:u.m L
i Jot )‘Qin Keco
bo was_ aboard tha

,fn }ﬂ:jui" A\Ell,x as Ins radhor Pi ot
to_ ‘.forecas‘b IFR weather cunditionse B

V“Canteen 61 was airbérne at 10308, 10 Aprd; 9 vvvvv :
@cupying the pilotts seat, Major Kelly the Copilot's posi’cion, Id:. ’Bellier ;
, aisle and &t Moncla at the Navigator's station. f _

ey rything gozms

i) (3 m

L eontrol ‘room officert at t‘he ;1ght hydraullcx pump wag moperah.vq and ’Ghe
o right alleron ccntrol system was operating from the emérgency aysten, Ths
P as advised to burn off sufficient fusl and lands  However; he requested
' gmh.ssion o contmue the m:.ssion 4nsofur as complat:mg & .f:Lve mmuf;e ro=-

»ﬁ*h: this. tanker z-s..e Pt
r from orbit po;tnt‘ N

G LY

jgraper ,traak

ﬁﬁ this tzme, the boom operai:or xrapcrheri fha*t the rwe"v&:
Bl ‘Baveral ground iegses, gome of wh %;# private pilots

sS b!-thu A.—m'

-‘ = Remo\/éﬁy dxrectlon«of HQ AFSEC/JA December 2@25

3 : et B i
P g = RN : o




‘xau.ur Was- :.n&uce& by i‘at:ngue and;zi« 7+ aracls:s, iﬂter-* ;
= 2P ntz-esses in t“‘a 2274 ,“re&uca,ng the laa&

. . @7
,_,:,g.

w

=

] here ‘as xm ev;dence of mech ical m j‘lon of f:he\:enga,nes, :Euel
"Aent.




w ‘L.:'

ook & A EEA.BWT&Z,; o
o ae&sﬁ #IR PIVISION {8acy |
United Stabes Alr Ferce S £
Teckbeurne Alr Ferts Basey Chie '~

‘ii

mﬁt Rwés} R A

5 Hgg 5?6'&11 ma’fmrdmen*" ‘B‘g,
pvegtigating Officer te i:zxveaﬁj.g&ﬁu
and to wals & finsl
OFficer is grinted
am& i‘mcl dﬁng; arypm '

. Ze 78th ﬁlmbardmanh ng
&M}g *Eh:.s

; 1 &8 Ihivestizs :n‘ : officur to investigate
passibl@ ) .j“ 1 mpramnise of lesk in sn Sivarafh .
" erashe Thia is Lac!:bmme Cempremise Gase Nr 2=58, Investigatien

will be cenducted in mocerdance with AFM 12C<3 amd AFR 205-% snd SAG v
. Bupplement=l theretes Tnvestigating Officer will sesrdinste investigete

' irxg &Gt:.vi'ties ¥ith the Direei:.er sf Admimsfn'ative serv‘iaaso !

ek %o AT (M(@ Hy 8015t 4B fp, ma‘., this stabion ig

= appoiﬁtad Special Gedisx  for Tep Seoret Deoumsnis fer 801§t AB Gp

© . Diregkerste of Opsratiens in scosrdands with SACR 205-15, vice MaJ [ b)(@
Hq 8018t AB Gp, 8AQ, th;ts a‘awbﬁmv reliavada

el B RGO f pmrug,x’apn 19 S0 R-%; this Hyg, 81 Fob 5888 a.munaua““‘ :
"by p:ritgmph 1, SO R=16, this Hq; 5 Mar 585 paragreph 3; SO R=23; thig
- Hgp 14 Mer 583 peragraph 1, SO szn +this Hg, 18 Msx* 58 and pwagrupha g
~1snd 2, SO R=29, this Hg, 79 Anr B8 az pev-’bﬁina te the 801st Air
Iﬁivision Alreraft Aosider cdident Tpvesticgtien Beard is further
amended te include (b)(@ Hq 26bh Stretegis
tcmonmiaﬁmaa Tffg,, S&Gg this gtatien™s e

-] ' IBUTIOM: N i
«. X BDASOz 2 BDA
2 EDAG; 1 37BDAS
C A26DASs 27 ?.61)? 8 S
L 2 B7eDPs 8 BPO a ‘ ‘ : ; -
2 5 moh affinar persgraph 3 & 23 20 af‘fieer 3.;_3: grayh 1 and 2
Gsmrg Bight AT, Wes'tewsr AFB, Ysss et e ey e
, Removed by dlrectlon of HQ AFSEC/JA December 2025 N IR 1 L

Le

ﬁ
5

SPEOTAL, ORDERS) DT T e ALY L .-_'51?5 Apr?-ll%&



&

N
Y

}IEAI}QuAETE&;

&ﬁ)g? AIR DIVISION {SAG}

United States Air Force
Lockbourrs Afy Force Base, Uhio

g o e

1. So mueh gi‘ paragragh lu SQ R“h, thz,s Hg, 195’8 " relat:xng to the -

o m Y appe:.nhnent of a tﬂé&&, a5 :r'ead,s 5 2001s% Aly Division Airersfs Accident

e Lo TR

PT (D)

‘DISTRIBUTION: -

. Investigation Board®, 1is smepded to rea& !*Bﬁ‘lls-h Air I)lvismn Alrcraft .
, '.Accident‘ Inciden%a l":aveamgm‘aon Board", , .

2a Paragraph ig S0 R»lt, 'hhls Hq, ES?SS, &g amended, relat_ng i‘:e 'bh*- |

- eppointment of the BOlst Air Division Aircraft Accident/Incident Inves~

tigation BosXd, is further smended to include the following o:f.‘fn.cers,

orgamzat:.cns :mdlcated, SAC, thas qta“b;.on, as ma\bers‘,

Hg 376ih Hamg&rgmpnr. g
Ha 376th Bombardment Wg
LR (0)(6) Hy 801st AB Gp

3, - carr (DO | Hq 80dst Air D:.vismn, SAG,

- tuis station, 1g appointed Top Secret Control Officer for the D:Lrectorate
of Iﬁ uelhgenceg 80151& Aiy ﬁiva.siona S&G, this sta‘c.iom :

Hq 801st An.r Division; SAC,

this atatlor 1, is appo:.n sed Alternate Top Secret Control Officer ang

Securrby Offlcer for the Dlrectoraﬁe of Intelligence, 80151; A:Lr Dlvision 3 |

- DX&U, TJ‘U-‘»T UU"."&UJ.UJI’:; ’

FOR THE CGM&ANDER“

USAF

2 BDASOz 2 BA

10 BP; 1DP; 1L DO
: 1 BCRP; 1 378DAS

3376093 1BO . b, A TR b ety
75 3!3131; Ay Division &rcrafﬁ Acemen /I:ﬁcident Investigation Board -
’ :;7 ':&Gu afﬁacr ;L:.xm.ca‘ﬁca . : ‘ o

- Removed by dlrectlon of HQ AFSEC/JA December TOTS ity ., : 9::7 -



o 20T g By &
- ¢
o i
i ¥
. = 3/':«“\1‘;'6:
;
o 3 :

; o) !
e /{_" -
BADFMRTERY P
AL AR MR g e
o UNAGhU DROVES ALT Poroe o
Iookbourne Afr Foras ¥ase, Ohle =
| SPECIAYL, ORpERSE ‘ . 2% Pebvysey 1056
BMMER 2 i
1: Eash of the following vfficers is wppaintod » meshor ef the
Bo3ul AL Divigion Advereps Aaoident Tovestipakinn Boards 1o the svep
oF # wvefdendt te FeBS of P62 ype wivorndy, tns. Sffiowrs Andiented . | .
wder F-88 Bud/or F-B4 Balor will booame fn Inbegial pivt of ¥he BIsd
- Aly Diviston Alrovsit Avoident Tovestization Noarde  Tn the Abashoe &f
‘he deslgnuted president and/or Noodrder, the ssniew nsphay brosenk 5
- AL mob &y prosfdont and the junior mombher present W41l perform the -

. Subien of Resordere AlL provious trders
_avs hosoindede | Aubhoyifys “AFR 62-34.

15 sontliok with this order

lq 801st Adr Division (President)
Dat 22, Bth Wesbher dg ' ‘
Hy 8016% &ir Divifion

Hq 801st: AR Gp :

Hg B76th Bombardment Wz '
Hq 26th Styatepls Reoentnismsras Wr-
376th Fisld Maintonanoe Sq i
Brd Strats Ryconnaissance 8y

ty 26th Btratopic Rosomnslsnaiiss Wp
S52ist hiy Bofueling Sq g
25th Postlenl Homwp .

70th fTeablesl Besp . ‘
26th Tastloal Hosp i
Ha 25tk Stratepie Recpnnslssands ¥g.o

Hg ZBth Bratogls Rosonmaisgsuby W o
§igt Adr Refuweling 8¢ . - 7,
g MMap ABGy . - -
S28Eh Rlold Yhintanome Bg .
Ath Stratepio Restaldsanse gy
Ho O01ek AB Gp Lo et

_H4 301nt AN Gp (REORDXR}

Hy 80Yst AR Gp :

26k Pighter Intetss; fsn 8y
B7eh Fiphter Intoreer %4 _
BTEh Pighter Inberoopbin ¥g 1

3004k Fightor Intorsepber fg

[
RV




0zep . .

S0 R-2, Mg 0015t Air Division, 'ﬁ@,_;,.gs,igf:ﬁmmmm aEn

1 Eush #q Jﬁ’ndinubed
% I')aun QL‘I' 3

mwmmmw
2 !n & vr-iﬂm* 2

Removed by direction of HQ AFSEC/JA, Degember 2025 -




ater caused by forward fuselage (cockpit) section i"z
;- FA1ling crater, grading, fertilizing, hsrrowing, -
-of uses - Foal Tt e $3oo 00

ix : ge . e . by artt fuselage sectlon in very good
puture 1 ndoi Fil‘ing erater, 1eve11ng, harm;ing, re-aead:lng and possible

loss v $300% oo'

"r.ﬁmatas i damage and/or cos‘b of res*‘wrataon to real propexéy are, »
ure, spesulative, <They ave based exclusively on pmnerty
eflected in the tax assessor"s records. e

7 ——
r.wwa:es ARYOLYSA AN

gator was adﬁsed by H;Lagara Falls Atr Forc& Buyse
thai'lS as to fivst n&»ﬂ, m&&:ﬁ ko
ted Nisgara Falls Mr Force Bam&, !Ieﬂ' '!ox*!?:, fﬂleging

: s i 32 A S PO ; St
Frowm Tue ol Uhis sivorstt caused shout qpm:!m;rcﬁﬁ AsmEza

m" hm. !I’ha same source advised a buﬂ&ing inapwtqr's mpm is mmma’

e

5 Removed by dlrectxon of HQ AFSEC/JA December 2025 .




Officer £ér Mroraft Acoldént Tnvestigation Board, , . i,

a3

‘i,ndicating 'this house azas ;!n;a dangemus si‘:z'uﬁtnral cobdﬁ:ion prior to. ’tﬁln acciu ;
ent, that an enginesst 8 ;;epcri: indicates no «damage to. this-house vectsioned: By,

hie airoraft aceidenty thad it p:'epm‘b s:afaditibn is solely the regylt of faulfy :
2 *S:pw'“‘ hrucﬁdn methada and. ma‘bérials,,

2 n . f
[ =

A‘h this poin‘& it s’hba).d ‘bec a&ded tha‘bg due te ﬁ:e lbng Iall-ont pattem of;
~‘—~--th...s #ireraft, fragments, débris and chaff are, scattéred over an area of approx-
o+ dsiabety 15 square milas,  Miéh of this rubble ﬂ.“ small and shnp This area is
+. Jone of smatl viliages and dairy Favms, Should the clean-ij

4P of .tau-out area ot
be.closdw monitored and 'hhorough, ii: is possible some i‘m,-'i;her claims nay arise
trom- 55 . ,

vk

=Rl property rlamagg by vehieles ano. perséhnel hivolved in the recovw-y
j oparation"' : ;

£

a8y Tgéstion of rub‘bla by li“v*estack, ir illness, 1,6'93 of prﬁdnctioixmr‘
BB daa..h is at'br:.'butaiﬂa therste} E e

‘ ‘- ; =Da,."£=ﬁ;ge *f.g ""L.bb‘” t:l*es on pf-vva*élyn-éﬁneﬂ‘ '*bra.,-_ra oy cth.-,,r vehimwg. --

By its very natura, it is dmpossible at this time to- speculate as to any claima
i “r dgmage.e Ahat . arise his source, X

To da:be, no clatums. have ac‘tuany been received, either s:b Niagara Falls Alr
Ty Forca Base, New Iork, or \t Ioc bourne Adr Force Base, Ohio,

apT AK.
Asst S&aff ' ‘dge Advocate '
Glaim.s Investigator i

'~ Removed by direction of HQ AFSEC/JA, December 2025 »




Code

TONYE O

TR T

e M EOMINNTF

e GHE, 13

L Y - e, SO ) 28314

oo gt o

e NN LHHT

S ORI e

L SN

e e it i BNCUNIS” B

hoias Q. D0 33

R (© (e

C =2l Hipeg

3 RY %% Y I g B e
0 B s s Erra L AL ]

N MY 3
i DI CHPURLAD

LRIV LINNES QIO

IR ) SR g e

~ W00V gl

it eer T ALALYM. M T

; ”, FEREN: (NI SN s TG ST
Rl - | ST WG 20 T VU1




DEFENSE TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER
8725 JOHN J. KINGMAN ROAD
FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060-6218

FOIA-2026-44 10 February 2026

Joseph A. Buscaglia

East Amherst, NY 14051
Dear Joseph A. Buscaglia

This is in response to your FOIA Requests dated 1 October 2025, requesting information
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (enclosed). Under Department of War
rules implementing the FOIA, published at 32 CFR 286, your request was categorized as
“other.”

Enclosure 2 is a computer-generated bibliography prepared by matching the subject terms
in your request against our Technical Report database. The bibliography may contain
some documents that do not apply to the specific subject areas in which you are
interested; however, to eliminate any of the key search terms could also eliminate
documents that do apply to your subject area(s) of interest.

Some reports designated as “approved for public release” may be available in full text on
the Defense Technical Information Center website at https://discover.dtic.mil/. The
bibliography also contains unclassified descriptions of unclassified/limited distribution
documents related to your request. These documents may only be released by the
controlling activity. Requests for these documents should be forwarded to the controlling
activity identified in the Distribution Statement field of the citation.

To date, there are no assessable fees for services from DTIC. Please understand that
other members of the public may submit a FOIA request for copies of FOIA requests
received by this office, or the names of those who have submitted requests. Should such
occur, your name and, if asked for, a copy of your request will be released; however, your
home address and home telephone number will not be released. Other private citizens
who have obtained your name by using such a request may contact you; however,
correspondence from the DoW about your request will be on official letterhead.

Thank you for your patience.
Sincerely,

Enclosures
As stated FOIA Program Manager

Prepared by: Vakare Valaitis, vakare.k.valaitis.civ@mail mil
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Crew of Boeing B-47E Stratojet
Tail Number 52-0470
April 10, 1958

Killed in the Line of Duty







Lt Col. John Robert Glyer
Pilot
USAF513 BOMB SQ
From Wilmington, Delaware

BIRTH 11 Aug 1919
DEATH 10 Apr 1958 (aged 38)

BURIAL
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia, USA

PLOT Sec: 30, Site: 146

Survived by Wife Gwen and one child.

JOHN ROBERT|
GLYER

DELAWARE
LT TOL

US AIR FORCE
WW 11 KOREA
AUG 11 1919
APR 10 1958
SILVER STAR
DFC & OLC




Maj. Harold L Kelly
Aircraft Commander
USAF513 BOMB SQ
From Eugene, Oregon

BIRTH 19 Feb 1924
DEATH 10 Apr 1958 (aged 34)

BURIAL
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia, USA

PLOT Section 30 Site 212-RH

Survived by Wife Dorothy and three children.

s P

hfrz

KRELLY

HAPOLD

ORFEGO N

MAJOR = #
US AIR FORCE
WORLD WAR 1T
_FEBRUARY 1919
__APRIL 10 1958




First Lieut. Richard “Dick” Tellier
Co-Pilot
USAF513 BOMB SQ
From Pompano Beach, Florida

BIRTH 27 Sep 1931
DEATH 10 Apr 1958 (aged 26)

BURIAL
Grandview Cemetery
Kaw City, Kay County, Oklahoma, USA

PLOT Section C Block 67 Space 08

Survived by Wife Charlotte Ann Lane Tellier and one child son Steven.
Son, Steven Richard Tellier and wife, Carla, of Yukon, Oklahoma.




First Lieut. Albert Gene Moncla
Navigator
USAF513 BOMB SQ
From Shreveport, Louisiana.

BIRTH 22 Dec 1933
Marksville, Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana, USA

DEATH 10 Apr 1958 (aged 24)
New Oregon, Erie County, New York, USA

BURIAL
Forest Park Cemetery
Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana, USA
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